[Gene diagnostics of acute persistent Leptospira infection].
The results of clinical trials carried out in different foci have demonstrated high diagnostic value of analysis made with the use of the polymerase chain reaction (PCR) at early stages of Leptospira infection caused by infective agents of the serogroups Grippotyphosa, Canicola and Icterohaemorrhagiae. The possibility of leptospiremia lasting considerably longer than heretofore believed to be possible, as well as the persistence of leptospires in the liquor of patients after the acute phase of the disease is over, i.e. during the early and late convalescence periods, has been shown. This is indicative of good prospects of using the PCR analysis not only for early rapid diagnostics of Leptospira infections, but also for controlling the course of the infection, for prognosticating early and late complications of the disease, as well the mechanisms of pathogenesis.